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FIRST ANTIGUAN BORN FEMALE TO HEAD MAJOR INTERNATIONAL BANK IN ANTIGUA  
 
 
20th January, 2020: St. John’s, Antigua.  Mrs. Ladesa James-Williams has taken up her appointment 
as CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Director, Retail Sales OECS and Country Head, Antigua. 
 
She is the first Antiguan born female to attain this position. 
 
She is a product of public school education, having attended Bolans Primary School, Antigua Girls High 
School and Antigua State College, followed by studies at UWI St Augustine where she obtained a double 
degree in Chemistry and Management.  
 
She began her career in banking in 2001 with her employment at Barclays Bank PLC as a management 
trainee and worked in Retail and Personal Banking in Antigua, Corporate Banking in St Kitts, Human 
Resources in Barbados, and International Wealth Department in The Bahamas.  
 
Ladesa also completed assignments as Corporate Manager in Antigua; Senior Corporate Manager in 
Barbados; Country Manager of St Kitts & Nevis and most recently as Director, South EC having 
responsibility for Grenada and St Vincent and Country Head St Lucia. 
 
She serves as Trustee on CIBC FirstCaribbean’s ComTrust Foundation which manages the Bank’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility activities focusing on Youth & Education; Health & Wellness and the Community and 
Environment. She is also a Director of the Eastern Caribbean Automated Clearing House Services 
Incorporated and also serves on the Salvation Army Advisory Board St Lucia.  
 
She is the immediate Past President of the Bankers Association in St Lucia and was recently appointed 
Director on the Antigua and Barbuda Youth Symphony Orchestra Board.  
 
Under her leadership FirstCaribbean International Bank St Lucia was awarded Bank of the Year 2019 for 
Customer Service by the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank.  
 
She was the recipient of the Antigua & Barbuda National Young Professional of The Year Award 2012 and 
is a recent graduate of FirstCaribbean Senior Leadership Development Programme through Harvard 
Business School. 
 
Ladesa is a sports fanatic, a self-professed foodie and mother to 5 year old son Zane and 10 month old 
daughter Zary.  
 
Her personal motto is “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”. 

 
The bank’s Managing Director, Donna Wellington congratulated Mrs. James-Williams and noted that 
“Ladesa has a passion for developing people, nurturing client relationships and giving back through 



social corporate responsibility initiatives. Under her leadership the St Lucia business was recently 
awarded Bank of the Year for Customer Service by the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank. We wish Ladesa 
continued success as she provides strategic leadership to driving growth and efficiencies in line with 
our overall strategic mandate.” 
 
 
Photo: Mrs. Ladesa James-Williams 
 

 
 

Ends 
 
 
 
About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial services 
through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and Wealth Management 
segments. We are located in sixteen (16) countries around the Caribbean, providing the banking 
services that fit our customers’ lives through approximately 3,000 employees in 68 branches and 
offices. We are one of the largest regionally listed financial services institutions in the English and 
Dutch speaking Caribbean, with over US$11 billion in assets and market capitalization of US $2 billion.  
We also have an office in Hong Kong. The face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC 
FirstCaribbean intends to lead these changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from 
banking in the Caribbean since 1836.  

 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global financial 
institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three major business 
units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - CIBC offers a full range 
of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking network, branches and offices 
across Canada with offices in the United States and around the world.  

 
For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
 
Media contact: 
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office; 
telephone: 246 367 2248; fax: 246 421 7148 and email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com.  

 
Media contact: 

http://www.cibcfcib.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIBCFCIB/
https://twitter.com/CIBC_FCIB?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cibc-firstcaribbean-international-bank/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.instagram.com/cibcfirstcaribbean/
https://youtube.com/user/CIBCFirstCaribbean
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