
 

 
 
 

 
Positive Foundation Receives Donation of USD $16,000  

From CIBC FirstCaribbean’s Walk for the Cure. 
  

Philipsburg, St. Maarten, 26, May 2020 – Year eight indeed shaped up to be a great one for 
the region’s largest cancer fundraiser across the English and Dutch Caribbean – CIBC 
FirstCaribbean’s Walk for the Cure. 
 
Partnership with the Positive Foundation and Adtalem Global Education on St. Maarten 
heightened the awareness, raising a grand total of USD $16,000 for the benefit of the Positive 
Foundation.  
 
The donation supports the foundation’s endeavors which are geared towards stimulating, 
educating and activating the consciousness of the community on aspects of self-responsibility 
towards overall health improvement, and in particular, towards breast cancer. Since its 
inauguration in 1998, the Foundation has organized month-long breast cancer campaigns every 
October.  
 
The campaigns include public service announcements, free clinical breast examination screens, 
demonstration sessions on breast self-examination and the distribution of educational 
literature. Activities also include their popular Pink, Phit, Phabulous walk/run which, last 
October was joined with the bank’s Walk for the Cure, making for St. Maarten’s largest walk. 
 
The Positive Foundation broadened its scope as of recent, by also joining in the awareness of 
prostate cancer. Last September, Michael Ferrier, prostate cancer survivor, was the first to 
share his story as part of the Hour of Hope series (stories by cancer survivors, patients and 
caregivers) launched by CIBC FirstCaribbean in collaboration with the Positive and the 
Elektralytes Foundations. 
 
The interactive and intimate sessions, were held throughout September, (prostate cancer 
awareness month), and into October (breast cancer awareness month), as part of the bank’s 
2019 Walk for the Cure activities and commitment to the cause.  
 

Such events are made possible through the innovative and unswerving efforts of the bank’s 

Walk Managers and in-house planning committees. This, together with the efforts of regional 

partners such as Adtalem Global Education, that joined as a regional sponsor last year, have 

propelled the fundraising from a modest USD$30 000 at the inception of the walk eight years to 

over USD$2.2 million over the past eight years.  

Adtalem Global Education operates three higher education institutions in the region. The group 

took part in the walks in St. Maarten, Barbados and St. Kitts, where its campuses are located.  

CIBC FirstCaribbean was enthusiastic in welcoming them as one of its regional sponsors, given 

their established track record of engaging with communities where their campuses are located 

and impacting them for the better. Adtalem is a mission-driven, leading workforce solutions 

provider and the parent company of Ross University School of Medicine in Barbados, American 

University of the Caribbean School of Medicine in St. Maarten and Ross University School of 

Veterinary Medicine in St Kitts.  

Plans for Walk for the Cure 2020 have already started and with the impact of Covid-19 across 

the region, the walk may take a different format this year.   



Photos (L-R): Dr. Golden Jackson, Assistant Dean - Social & Community Engagement (AUC), 
Shelly Alphonso, President Positive Foundation, Garth Sherwood, Country Manager CIBC 
FirstCaribbean, Mercedes “Elektra” Wyatt-van der Walls, President Elektralytes Foundation and 
Dr. Pedro Delgado, Senior Associate Dean (AUC).  
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About CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a relationship bank offering a full range of market leading financial 
services through our Corporate and Investment Banking, Retail and Business Banking and 
Wealth Management segments. We are located in sixteen (16) countries around the Caribbean, 
providing the banking services that fit our customers’ lives through approximately 3,000 
employees in 68 branches and offices. We are one of the largest regionally listed financial 
services institutions in the English and Dutch speaking Caribbean, with over US$11 billion in 
assets and market capitalization of US $2 billion.  We also have an office in Hong Kong. The 
face of banking is changing throughout the world and CIBC FirstCaribbean intends to lead these 
changes with the expertise, integrity and knowledge gained from banking in the Caribbean 
since 1836.  
 
CIBC FirstCaribbean is a member of the CIBC Group. CIBC is a leading Canadian-based global 
financial institution with 11 million personal banking and business clients. Through our three 
major business units - Retail and Business Banking, Wealth Management and Capital Markets - 
CIBC offers a full range of products and services through its comprehensive electronic banking 
network, branches and offices across Canada with offices in the United States and around the 
world.  
 



For more information about CIBC FirstCaribbean, visit www.cibcfcib.com , Facebook, Twitter , 
LinkedIn, Instagram or YouTube. 
 
Media contact: 
Debra King, Director of Corporate Communications, CIBC FirstCaribbean, Barbados Head Office; 
telephone: 246 367 2248; fax: 246 421 7148 and email: debra.king@cibcfcib.com.  
 
 

http://www.cibcfcib.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CIBCFCIB/
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